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On behalf of ourselves and those whose names appear on the
list appended hereto, we beg to offer our services to the Authorities.
We venture to trust that the Right Hon'ble the Marquess of
Crewe will approve of our offer and secure its acceptance by the
proper authority. We would respectfully emphasise the fact that
the one dominant idea guiding us is that of rendering such humble
assistance as we may be considered capable of performing, as an
earnest of our desire to share the responsibilities of membership of
this great Empire, if we would share its privileges.
It may be added that some of those whose names are sent
herewith are already doing work in connection with some of the
organisations that are already rendering assistance, and we have no
doubt that, if our humble offer is accepted, as the news permeates
the Indian community, many more volunteers will come forward,1
M. K. gandhi
and others
Indian Opinion, 16-9-1914
389. LETTER TO C. ROBERTS
[london,]
August 24, 1914
BEAR MR.  ROBERTS,
You have no doubt heard of Mr. Hermann Kallenbach who
has been associated with the Indian movement in South Africa
for the last 10 years. His parents originally came from Russia
and settled in Germany at Russ, East Prussia. Mr. Kallenbach
was born there and has been a German subject. He has settled
in South Africa for the last 18 years and has carried on the pro-
fession of an architect. He is owner of considerable landed
property in the Transvaal. Not having exercised the duties re-
quired of German citizens in the Transvaal, Mr. Kallenbach for-
feited, according to German law, the rights of German nationality.
As he was accompanying me to India before we left South
Africa, both of us came to the conclusion that he should become
naturalised. He, therefore, completed his application for natura-
lisation on the 15th July last at Johannesburg, And instructions
were left with his solicitor to forward the certificate to his Indian
1 The Under Secretary of State for India, Charles Roberts, replied to this
communication, indicating Government's qualified acceptance of the offer. Vide
Appendix XXIX,

